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REGENERATION AND HOUSING PANEL 

 

 
Monday, 20th November, 2017 

 
Present:  Councillor Clare Cleary (in the Chair), Councillors Mohammad Ayub, 

Jean Battle, Stewart Eaves, June Harrison and Joyce Plummer 
 

Apologies Tony Dobson 

  

 
1 Apologies for Absence and Substitutions 

 
An apology for absence was submitted on behalf of Councillor Dobson. 
 

2 Declarations of Interest 
 
There were no declarations of interest declared at the meeting. 
 

3 Minutes of Last Meeting held on 18th September 2017 
 
The Minutes of the last meeting of the Regeneration and Housing Panel held on 18th 
September 2017 were submitted for approval as a correct record. 
 
The Head of Regeneration and Housing reported that the current selective licensing 
scheme was due to end but the Council was still waiting for a decision on an application for 
a new scheme, from the Government.  He indicated that they would be contacting the 
Government Department responsible to request an explanation for the delay in taking a 
decision. 
 
Agreed - That the Minutes be received and approved as a correct 

record. 
 

4 Housing Renewal Funding 
 
The Regeneration Manager submitted a report to advise the Panel on progress with the 
2017/18 Housing Renewal Programme.  Members were referred to the appendix for 
updates on the 2017/18 Housing Renewal Programme. 
 
The Regeneration Manager reported on a spike in break-ins in the Woodnook area during 
the past few weeks and explained how PlaceFirst, the Police and the Council were working 
in partnership to try and resolve this by increasing security in the area including the 
appointment of a security firm and their installation of a local CCTV network.   
 
Councillor Harrison asked if residents had moved out because of the break-ins and the 
Regeneration Manager explained that four households had moved.   
 
Councillor Plummer referred to the increased security in the area and pointed out that other 
areas, especially Peel, had similar problems and would like to see an increase in Police 
presence.  The Head of Regeneration and Housing indicated that he would look into this 
and explore the matter with the Police and Community Safety Partnership.  
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The Regeneration Manager reported that she had only received half of the completed forms 
back from residents in the Lower Woodnook area indicating a level of interest in the face lift 
project and indicated that she would chase up the remainder. 
 
Agreed - That the report be noted. 
 

5 Housing and Environmental Standards 
 
The Environmental Protection Manager submitted a report to update the Panel on actions 
taken by the Environmental Protection Team in relation to Land & Buildings that were 
detrimental to the amenity of the area during the period 1st September to 31st October 2017.  
He reported that the amenity had been restored to 34 sites through interventions both 
formal and informal.  He informed the Panel that there had been a change of ownership of 
Oswald House and that the new owner was keen to make the required improvements.   
 
Members requested that the Environmental Protection Manager investeigated their 
concerns regarding the following properties: 
 
Horne Street  -  delivery wagon leaving big pieces of foam rubber 
Abbey Street  -  waste left in the area of the property 
Cannon Street -  rubbish in the side street 
 
The Environmental Protection Manager indicated that he would investigate the issues 
raised by the Members.  The Head of Regeneration and Housing indicated that he would 
arrange for the Council’s Cannon Street property to be cleaned up.   
 
Agreed - That the report be noted. 
 

6 Church Canal Gateway - Heritage Lottery Fund Project Enquiry 
 
The Head of Regeneration and Housing submitted a report to inform the Panel of a recent 
workshop and proposals to make a Heritage Lottery Funded (HLF) Project Enquiry for 
Church Canal Gateway.  He reported that Buttress Architects had approached the Council 
with a view to support the Council, at no cost, in a heritage led regeneration project for 
Church which would include improvement works on Hargreaves Warehouse and St. James 
Church.  He reported that the Council had worked with Buttress Architects on other projects 
and that they had experience of working on heritage and challenging buildings.   
 
Councillor Battle pointed out that Hargreaves Warehouse was an eyesore and that it had 
had a long history of being a problem building in the area.  She referred to the assumed 
name of the owner and questioned whether the building was still in the same ownership.  
She explained that St. James Church had a number of interesting historic graves and 
encouraged the Council to work closely with those appointed to work on the buildings and 
to ensure that plans enforced conservation of the area.   
 
The Head of Regeneration and Housing informed the Panel that Councillor Loraine Cox 
had attended the Heritage Lottery Funded workshop, as a representative of the Council.  
He acknowledged Councillor Battle’s information that the ownership of Hargreaves 
Warehouse may have changed and indicated that if this was the case, then the problems 
caused by the condition of the buildings may be even more complex to resolve.  He pointed 
out that urgent works had previously been done on the Warehouse and that it may be 
necessary to obtain an urgent works notice to give access to the building to establish its 
condition.  He indicated that he would provide a further update at the next meeting of the 
Panel. 
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Agreed - That the Head of Regeneration and Housing provides an 
update on progress at the next meeting of the 
Regeneration and Housing Panel. 

 
7 Hyndburn Homes 

 
The Head of Regeneration and Housing submitted a report to inform the Panel of the 
proposal for the amalgamation of Hyndburn Homes into Onward Homes.  He reported that 
the key factors for this had been associated with a cap on affordable rents and identified 
health and safety risks for the reasons for the proposed amalgamation.  He pointed out that 
there had been a lot of small Housing Associations within the Onward Group and it was 
their aim to move away from this structure which in turn would prevent duplication of 
services.  He indicated that consultation papers had been circulated to all tenants.  He also 
confirmed that the Association would still be a charitable organisation offering the same 
service.  The Panel was also informed that it was their intention to build new affordable 
homes on Yorkshire Street, Huncoat.    
 
Agreed - That the report be noted. 
 

8 Housing Growth 
 
The Head of Regeneration and Housing updated the Panel on progress with new housing 
development across the Borough and informed the Panel that Chris Gregory had been 
appointed by the Council as the new Huncoat Housing Zone Project Manager.  He referred 
to project plans for Huncoat and pointed out that surveys measuring the levels of traffic at 
the key junctions in Huncoat would inform the masterplan work.  The masterplan would be 
tendered in a two stage process and follow EU guidelines.  A firm of Masterplanners would 
be appointed to carry out the masterplanning work.   
 
The Head of Regeneration and Housing reported that a sale agreement had been entered 
into with Keepmoat for Lyndon Park, Great Harwood but a further series of legal 
transactions would be required with the land owners before development could take place.  
Once legalities had been completed he would take approximately four to six years.       
 
Other key sites included:   
Park Place, Rishton, - Gleeson Homes was continuing to make good progress building 75 
homes. 
Church Bank Works, Kirk Road, Church – Gleeson Homes had acquired the land and 
planned to build 48 new homes. 
West Accrinton (Phoenix 1D) and Woodnook Vale – both were subject to funding 
application from the Government. 
Yorkshire Street, Huncoat – Onward Homes were subject to acquiring the land and 
planning to build new homes on a shared ownership basis called rent to buy homes. 
Newton Drive, Accrington – executive homes were under construction. 
Foxwood Chase, Huncoat – planning approval had been secured by Morris Homes to 
construct new homes. 
 
Agreed - That the report be noted. 
 

9 Town Centre Vision Exercise 
 
The Business and Marketing Co-ordinator, Victoria Ingham, introduced herself to the Panel 
and explained that her role was to develop the position of Business and Marketing Co-
Ordinator and that she would be considering the immediate priorities.  She reported that her 
first task was to revamp the current pages of the website and to replace it with a more 



 
 
 

 

 
4 

interactive and informative website.  She reported that it was her aim to get people more 
engaged in developing a vision for the town centre.  She indicated that there had been 
discussions on how Accrington could compete with the town centres of Blackburn and 
Burnley and she requested members gave consideration to how or if this is what they 
wanted to do.  Members were given a short exercise to ascertain their views for Accrington 
Town Centre.   
 
Members’ comments included: 
 

 That Accrington town centre should have an independent feel about it rather than 
trying to duplicate that of other towns. 

 Most people do their shopping in the morning and less in the afternoon and to 
consider current shopping patterns in any analysis. 

 
Resolved - That the report be noted. 
 

10 Urgent Business 
 
There was no urgent business. 
 

11 The Time and Date of Future Meetings: 
 
Monday, 15th January 2018. 
 

 
 
 
 

 


